PARTNER CAUCUS on
FIRE SUPPRESSION FUNDING SOLUTIONS

APRIL 26, 2017

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary of the Interior

The Honorable Sonny Perdue
Secretary of Agriculture

The Honorable Mick Mulvaney
Office of Management & Budget

Dear Secretary Zinke, Secretary Perdue, Director Mulvaney,

The undersigned organizations represent the Partner Caucus on Fire Suppression Funding
Solutions, comprised of a diverse group of international, national, and local organizations.
The caucus seeks a comprehensive solution to the wildfire suppression funding issue.

We urge the new administration to address the budgeting problem associated with federal
wildfire suppression by supporting a comprehensive fire funding solution that solves the
borrowing issue and the erosion of budgets due to increasing wildfire suppression costs.

In January 2009, our diverse coalition of organizations came together to find a solution to
the repeated fire transfers, and corresponding reductions to other agency programs — many
of which reduce long-term fire risk. The Partner Caucus represents a diverse set of
international, national and local organizations interested in sustainable land management on
private, tribal, municipal, state, and federal lands.

Critical landscape management activities, longer fire seasons, increased development in the
wildland-urban interface, and millions of acres of forests with fuel loads exceeding the
historic range of variability are among the many factors contributing to increased costs of
wildfire response in the United States. This creates a crippling burden on the Department of
the Interior and the USDA Forest Service’s land management functions as they shift
resources to fund essential suppression activities — effectively delaying and terminating
projects that improve forest resilience and help to reduce wildfire risk. In the last several
years more than fifty percent of the Forest Service’s budget has been consumed by fighting
wildfires. Consequently, landscape management has been negatively impacted across all
lands including national forests and on DOI lands, such as our national parks, and state and
private lands.

Many proposals of the past few years would ban the practice of transferring additional funds
when appropriated funding is spent, but that is only a partial fix in addressing the impacts
from rising wildland firefighting costs. These proposals do not address the larger problem of
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shifting funding from non-fire programs to fire programs, which results from the way
firefighting funds are calculated, budgeted, and allocated. As that ten-year average is used
to calculate suppression increases, and as budgets remain relatively flat, less is available for
forest management and restoration, research, recreation, and other critical private and public
land objectives.

A comprehensive fire funding fix would 1) address the continued erosion of agency budgets
that results from the increasing ten-year average, and stabilize the level of funding for
suppression within the agencies; 2) access disaster funding for extraordinarily costly fires,
including those that may be calculated as part of the ten-year average; and 3) significantly
reduce the need to transfer from non-suppression accounts and programs. We recommend
any fire funding proposal that meets the above criteria, for example, as proposed in the
Wildfire Disaster Funding Act. Additionally, we support accountability measures to ensure
cost containment.

Thank you for your consideration and for addressing this important discussion of wildfire
suppression funding challenges. It is critical that the administration and Congress act this
year to solve this critical issue. We look forward to continuing to work together to come to a
comprehensive solution.

Sincerely,

Partner Caucus on Fire Suppression Funding For information regarding this letter or

Solution members of the Partner Caucus on Fire
Suppression Funding Solutions, please contact

List of 138 Partner Caucus Signers: Cecilia Clavet, cclavet@tnc.org, 703-841-7425.
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6. AMERICAN FORESTS 17. BLACKFOOT CHALLENGE
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10. APPLEGATE PARTNERSHIP AND 20. BLUE MOUNTAINS FOREST PARTNERS
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ASSOCIATION
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THE LANDS COUNCIL
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THE TRUST FOR PuBLIC LAND
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WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISH
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WASHINGTON TRAILS ASSOCIATION
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CENTER

WILDLIFE MISSISSIPPI

WISCONSIN WOODLAND OWNERS
ASSOCIATION INC.



